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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	Contact:  Clarence Davis III
	Public Affairs Officer
	William Beaumont Army Medical Center
	Tel (915) 742-6006/Cell – (915) 850-1858 

ENHANCED FORCE PROTECTION AND ACCESS SECURITY MEASURES IN PLACE AT WBAMC – Jan. 12, 2015

What: 	Enhanced Force Protection and Access Security Measures
  

Who: 	Visitors and Staff – William Beaumont Army Medical Center and El Paso Veterans Affairs Health Care Clinic   

Where: 	Fred Wilson and Alabama Access Control Points

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]During the past several days and over the next several weeks, Fort Bliss will continue to upgrade its security posture to meet the requirements of the Department of Defense.  At William Beaumont Army Medical Center and the El Paso Veterans Affairs Health Care Clinic, staff, patients and visitors can expect longer than usual wait times for entry into WBAMC and the EPVAHC.
Changes have already taken place at the Alabama and Fred Wilson access control points.  Both gates will remain open for entry to both treatment facilities.  
The major change is that the Alabama ACP is a ‘limited access gate’ for Department of Defense identification card holders and Department of Veteran Affairs employee identification cards.  Visitors using the walk-in gate at the Alabama ACP will be asked for state or federal government issued identification cards – such as a driver’s license.  Employees using the walk-in gate can use their hospital identification badge.  The hours for the Alabama ACP and walk-in gate are 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
The Fred Wilson ACP remains an ‘all access’ gate for DoD ID card holders, VA staff employees and civilians with a valid government issued identification card.  Access through this ACP is available seven days a week, 24 hours.
Our first priority is the safety and security of the Beaumont staff, families, patients and visitors to our medical facilities.  All vehicles and occupants entering the Alabama and Fred Wilsons ACPs are subject to random searches and inspections.  Visitors are asked to plan their time accordingly in order to arrive for appointments on time.   
Door access to William Beaumont Army Medical Center for visitors is only authorized through the third floor primary entry point (next to Emergency Department) and the first floor entrance adjacent to St. Martin’s dining facility.  On weekends, access is limited to the third floor primary entry point; therefore, visitors should park in the west (mountain side) parking lot.
Visitors should be advised that identification checks, visual bag inspections and metal detectors are active at these locations.  
All other entry points leading into the hospital are limited to staff entry with a WBAMC identification badge.
[bookmark: _GoBack]At the EPVAHC, the Emergency Department entrance is not open.  All entry is limited to the main floor/main entrance to the clinic.  The doors adjoining EPVAHC and WBAMC will be closed until further notice.  Only specific persons associated with joint venture projects will be authorized passage.  Beaumont and VA security police are working together to determine a by-name list for those allowed this access.
We appreciate our patients’ and visitors’ cooperation in ensuring the safety and security of our military, families, staff employees and visitors to WBAMC and EPVAHC.
We will continue to keep you apprised of any future changes as they occur.
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